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First Sunday in Lent 

February 18, 2024 

Office Information: 
 

Served by: 

Rev. Steven D’Andrea, Parish Administrator 

Rev. Msgr. Anthony Kulig, Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Roberto Demetillo 

Stephen Powers, Director of Music 

Keri Misurell, Director or Faith Formation 

Maria Llanes, St. Cassian School Principal 

 

Parish Phone Numbers 

 

Parish Office ………………….…….(973) 744-2850 

Fax………………………….………  (973) 744-6187 

Email………...…parishoffice@stcassianchurch.org 

Website ……….….…….www.stcassianchurch.org 

Religious Education Office…….....(973) 744-2850 

Music Office ………..…………..….(973) 744-7864 

St. Cassian School………….….….(973) 746-1636 

Fax…………………………..… .….(973) 746–3271 

Email…………..……......info@stcassianschool.org 

Website……….....……...www.stcassianschool.org 

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9:00am—3:30 pm 

 

MASS SCHEDULE      

Lord’s Day 

 Saturday:  5:30PM  

 Sunday:  7:30AM;  9:30AM;  11:30AM              

Weekdays: Tuesday through Saturday:  8:15AM                              

Holydays: 8:15AM and as announced                                          

 

OCIA   (Order of Christian Initiation, formerly RCIA) Are you or someone 

you know interested in becoming Catholic?  Were you baptized Catholic 

but never received First Communion or Confirmation?  Call the parish 

office for details.      

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated one Sunday each month 

except during Advent, Lent and the summer months.   In order to baptize 

your child at St. Cassian, the family must be registered parishioners.  

Parents, and godparents if available, must attend a preparation class 

(7:00 PM) prior to the date of baptism (1:00PM). Once registered, 

contact the Parish Office, (973) 744-2850, to make arrangements for the 

date of baptism.  See schedule within  Scan here to download Parish 

Registration Form 

 

 

Arrangements to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage must be made at 

least one year before the desired date.  Do not make firm plans for the 

reception prior to speaking with a priest.  Call the Parish Office, (973) 

744-2850,  to speak with a priest. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick brings the Holy Spirit’s 

gifts of peace and courage.  It is not necessary to wait until the point of 

death for anointing. Contact a priest through the Parish Office, (973) 744

-2850. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated every Saturday 

between 4:15PM-5:00PM in the church or at another time convenient to 

the priest and penitent. 

Office Closed  Monday and Tuesday 



Sunday  February  18th 
First Sunday in Lent 

5:30PM 
 7:30AM 
9:30AM 

11:30 AM 

Bernadette Petit 
Dorothy Bacha 
Margaret Testa 

People of the Parish 

Tuesday - Saturday morning Masses are celebrated at 8:15AM; 

Monday morning  Mass is private 

Monday  Feb. 19th 
Lenten Weekday 
Presidents’ Day 

Mary Pouegmirou 

Tuesday   Feb. 20th 
Lenten Weekday 

Laura Soto 

Wednesday  Feb. 21st 
St. Peter Damian 

Philip Gerald Orleskie 

Thursday Feb. 22nd 

Chair of St. Peter the Apostle 
Floyd & Betty Schneider 

Friday Feb. 23rd  
St. Polycarp 

Bernie Vierheilig 

Saturday  Feb.  24th 
Lenten Weekday 

Kathleen T. Walsh 

Sunday  Feb. 25th 
Second Sunday of Lent 

5:30PM 

7:30AM 

9:30AM 

11:30AM 

 

John & Dolores Kelly 

People of the Parish 

Gloria E. Schmey 

Ernest & Rose Caruso 

Badaracco 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

MON. Lv 19:1-2, 11-18   Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15    Mt 25:31-46 

TUES.  Is 55:10-11    Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19    Mt 6:7-15 

WED.  Jon 3:1-10     Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19    Lk 11:29-32 

THUR. 1 Pt 5:1-4     Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6     Mt 16:13-19 

FRI Ez 18:21-28    Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8    Mt 5:20-26 

SAT. Dt 26:16-19     Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8     Mt 5:43-48 

SUN. 
 Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18  Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 
Rom 8:31b-34 Mk 9:2-10  

THE ALTAR BREAD IS OFFERED IN MEMORY OF  BERNIE VIERHEILIG 

Mass Intentions for the Week of  February  18 

John Anderson    

Alesia Maria Andras  

Michael Andrews 

Ray Aumack 

Mary Blatz 

Leo Botwin 

Frank Briamont 

Gustavo Caceres & family 

JoAnne Callahan 

Grace Zafonte Callum 

Dominek Capela 

Frank Caprio 

Marilyn Castellano 

Rose Ciafullo 

Joe Cultrara 

Agnes D’Aria 

James Gannon 

Mae Garcia 

Virgilio Geulen 

Dan Greiner 

Steve Grube 

Jennifer Gullace 

Joyce Hakimian 

David Hogan 

Noel Jordan 

Cassie Lopolus 

Marcia Mann 

Leigh Major 

Sr. Idoia Martinez 

John McCarthy  

Patricia Melo  

Mary McGuire 

Frank Mongioi 

Guiseppe Mongioi 

Maria Mongioi 

Thomas Nelson 

Dr. David Pallotta  

Mildred  Pasino 

Rosemary Raleigh  

Ronald Rego 

Dr. Lorraine Reyes 

Jaxson Rivera 

Rhonda Sen 

Elizabeth Smith 

Olaf Stechow 

Dennis Swanson 

Lindsay Trembulak  

Amelia Zoino 

 

For those who are ill:       

Please remember these names  in your daily prayers. 

Monday For safety and freedom for the people of Ukraine 

Tuesday All military and protective services especially in 
areas of violence; protect them, grant peace to their 
loved ones 

Wednesday Respect for sanctity of life from conception to 
natural death 

Thursday Unity among churches and nations 

Friday Vocations to the priesthood and religious life; all 
parishioners living and deceased 

ROSARY INTENTIONS... 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNS IN MEMORY OF 

BERNIE VIERHEILIG 

April 2024 Baptism April 14th 

 Class April 9th 

May 2024 Baptism  May 12th 

 Class May 7th 

June 2024 Baptism June 9th 

 Class June 4th 

Baptism Schedule 

For those who have died:  Charles Karcanes, Jerry Ranges 

 



Wherever the Superbowl is played, it is a great opportunity for business.  People travel, they spend money on hotels and restaurants 

and bars.  There is a lot of money to be made.   But not everyone makes out well when the Super Bowl comes to their town. 

 

The homeless are usually the victims. When the Superbowl was played in California 2 years ago, there was a big problem.  What do 

you do with the 40,000 homeless people who live around the stadium?  They said, “What will people think, all these homeless people 

living in filth – in boxes and tents and all these people coming to see the game.”  They gave the homeless 72 hours’ notice.  Get out 

and they weren’t kidding.  Everything they had was bulldozed – the sidewalks were all hosed down. All nice and clean for the folks to 

come to town. 

 

Imagine, you are so unimportant that they can just erase you.  Everything you have is gone— Your castle - even if it’s a cardboard 

box is still your castle.  1,500 people died in this homeless camp – and they live in filth.  What little you had is taken from you - Here is 

your gift card for the weekend.  Just go away.  They gave gift cards out to encourage the people to leave.  They told them next week 

– don’t worry - you can come back and rebuild your cardboard house again.  

 

Every year, they have annual Puppy Bowl.   Who doesn’t like puppies.  But unfortunately, there will be more emphasis on finding 

homes for puppies & senior dogs than there will be on finding homes for homeless people.  The town Council encouraged people to 

take a homeless person into their homes for the weekend.  How sad – you are almost less than human – with no value to society –

 that you can't even be seen. 

 

As Christians our duty is to be seen.    We don’t make our own light; we are reflection the light of Christ.    We are not called to be 

secret Disciples of Christ; we are meant for others to see us.  We need to discover the lost radiance of our Christian faith.    In a 

troubled world, if we as Christians are going to be the salt of the earth, then we need to live lives that reflect our gratitude for what 

God has given us and for the blessings we have. 

Jesus said:  “The poor you will always have. “   A true but unfortunate prediction that has come true for many.  But what Jesus also 

knew was that in every generation, there would be people who would be grateful for what they had and would be willing to share with 

others.  They would show and prove that as Catholics we are the most generous people, especially to the poor.  

 

We all want to help others and the Annual Appeal allows us to do just that-help those who are most in need.  

 

We may not be given the opportunity to help other people, but each day, the Archdiocese of Newark provides many services to 

hundreds of people in many locations who are in need.  A gift to the Annual Appeal allows us as a Parish family to make a collective 

contribution to the poor and needy.   The poor cannot repay you for your generosity, but God will.  We have to eat - every day.   Food 

pantries feed hundreds of people every day. 

 

Without this help they would go hungry.   We all want a nice place to sleep.  At least a shelter gets people off the street.   Each day 

hundreds of people rely on shelters to have a place to stay and get out of the cold.  Think about how cold it can get at times.   Without 

these shelters, many people would freeze to death from sleeping outside.  

 

    (continued next page) 

Dear  Parishioners , 



     Please Join Us for a Lenten Meditation Series 

Evening sessions are part of a six-week series -- registration is required and there is a suggested 

offering of $20 to cover the cost of the book that will be given to each participant.   To register, please 

call the parish office or visit the parish website “Events” section. 

Tuesdays – Six week series, one hour sessions -- @ 7 pm - 8 pm:   2/20, 2/27, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19 

Tuesdays– Drop in, thirty-minute sessions -- @ 3:30 - 4 pm:  2/20, 2/27, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19      ******* 

Thursdays – Drop in, thirty-minute sessions @ 9:15 - 9:45 am:   2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21 

All sessions will be held in Church.  Dress comfortably.          ******  Revised Dates 

Presidents' Day is a federal holiday celebrated on the third Monday 

in February; Presidents' Day 2024 will occur on February 

19. Originally established in 1885 in recognition of President George Washington, the holiday 

became popularly known as Presidents' Day after it was moved as part of 1971’s Uniform Monday 

Holiday Act, an attempt to create more three-day weekends for the nation’s workers. While several 

states still have individual holidays honoring the birthdays of Washington, Abraham Lincoln and 

other figures, Presidents' Day is now popularly viewed as a day to celebrate all U.S. presidents, past 

and present.  

Presidents’ Day Feb.19 

Please Join Us for a Lenten Book Club  

We will read and discuss Beautiful Eucharist by Matthew Kelly, a collection of life-changing 

reflections about Jesus truly present in the Eucharist and wonderfully present in our lives.   

Beautiful Eucharist is an invitation to encounter the life-giving presence of Jesus in the 

Eucharist so you can be a life-giving presence in the world.  We will meet in Larkin Hall on 

Wednesdays @ 7 pm on February 21st and 28th, March 6th, 13th, and 20th.  To register and 

to pick up a copy of the book, please call or stop by the Parish Office.   

For time to time, we will have a beautiful day for the beginning of February. If you are homeless, a warm day in the winter months is a 

gift – a break from the harshness of life.  Imagine being on the street and having to worry about what bathroom you're going to use. At 

least a shelter can give a man or a woman or a family some dignity and a safe place to stay until they get back on their feet. 

Everything we have here in our beautiful parish comes from the generosity of people who didn't make excuses.   Many of you would 

not hesitate to help someone who had nothing to eat.  The Archdiocese of Newark helps hundreds of people who have no one to turn 

to.  The Annual Appeal also allows the Archdiocese to implement learning programs for disabled and autistic children, support 

seminaries and retired priests and religious and helps parishes and schools.  

My friends, we are all beggars.  We all want something.  But none of us had to beg for food or a place to sleep. Children should never 

beg for food or clothes or blankets.  The Rabbi’s used to have a saying:  I have good news… we have the money for the new roof….  

The bad news is – it’s still in your wallet.  So, the trick is how do I get it out of your wallet and into an envelope.  I don’t need any 

tricks.    

In the past, the parishioners of Saint Cassian have very generously responded to this very noble way to show your support for those 

most in need.   So, if you can, I am asking you to help us make this year’s Annual Appeal a success.  If you have contributed, you 

may have received a letter in the mail.      If you have never contributed and you would like to this year, you can take one of the 

envelopes in the pews or in the back of church.  May God reward you for sharing your blessings with the poor and needy.  You can 

easily judge the character of a man or a woman by how they treat those who can do nothing for them in return. 

Fr. Steve 

(Cont’d) 



 

 

 

The Stations of the Cross depict 14 events in the Passion of Jesus Christ, beginning with Jesus being condemned to 

death and ending with His body being laid in a tomb. The pious practice of praying the Stations of the Cross originated in medieval 

Europe when pilgrims were unable to visit the Holy Land, so instead “visited” these Holy places through prayer. 

St. Francis of Assisi, the founder of the Franciscan order, authored Stations of the Cross that popularized the devotion throughout the 

world. In the 16th century, this pathway was officially entitled the "Via Dolorosa" (Sorrowful Way) or simply Way of the Cross or Stations 

of the Cross.   This devotion has evolved over time. Tradition holds that our Blessed Mother visited daily the scenes of our Lord's 

passion.     Today, you’ll find Stations of the Cross in almost every Catholic Church, particularly prayed on Lenten Fridays, but available 

throughout the year for meditation and reflection.   

A very common prayer that is prayed with the Stations of the Cross came from St. Francis himself: 

“We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You; because by Your Holy Cross You have redeemed the world.” 

 

Why are the sites called Stations of the Cross? 

 The word station comes from the Latin word that means to stand. We are walking from Christ’s trial to His crucifixion at Calvary and we 
stop and stand at certain sites (stations) that commemorate various events that took place along the way. As you come to each station, 
you stop, pray, read the scriptures, pray the prayers, and contemplate the situation before moving on. As you walk from one station to 

the next, your walking becomes a devotional act, because you are walking with Jesus as He walks to Calvary.  

St. Cassian Stations of the Cross 

We have 2 sets of  Stations of the Cross in our parish.  

One set  is outside and the other is inside. 

Robert Buza, a St. Cassian School graduate, made the 

outside set as part of his Eagle Scout  project.   He 

worked with Fr. Mark on the design.  You can see the set in the Msgr. Doran patio area. 

 

A common feature inside Roman Catholic churches is the hanging of the Stations on the walls of a 

church near the pews.  Can you find our inside set of Stations? 

Are All of the Stations of the Cross based On Scripture? 

Many of the Stations of the Cross are directly based from Scripture, but some of them aren’t. In fact, there are 10 that have 

correlating Scripture, and 4 that don’t. I was surprised to learn that out of the 4 that aren’t found in the Bible, 3 of them are the falls! 

The remaining Station of the Cross that is not taken directly from Scripture is when St. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.  The 4 

Stations of the Cross that are not mentioned in the Bible are known to Catholics through tradition. 

Interestingly enough, when the Stations of the Cross are erected in churches or on Church grounds, they are only required to consist of 

14 wooden crosses; pictures or sculptures are not necessary to accompany the wooden crosses, though they are usually included in 

order to foster prayer and devotion.  

Our Parish Schedule for the Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday after the 8:15 AM Mass 

Feb. 23rd– 7 pm “Through the Eyes of  Mary” read by parishioners 

Mar. 1st—7pm read by the Knights of Columbus   ***** 

Mar. 19th—1 pm and 7pm  “The Living Stations of the Cross” by the St. Cassian School children 

*** Revision 



5 Things You Should Know About the Sign of the Cross 

The Sign of the Cross is an ancient prayer rich in meaning.  Each time we make the Sign of the Cross, we 

renew our profession of faith; express our belief in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and acknowledge the divine work 

of creation, salvation, and sanctification. We invoke the Holy Trinity. So, while we might consider it a small gesture, it is 

actually a big deal. 

 

1.  The sign of the Cross is a sacramental.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church recommends the practice of sanctifying our daily life with sacramentals, chief of which is the 

Sign of the Cross. Many Catholics don’t know that the Sign of the Cross is a sacramental!  When we make the Sign of the Cross 

before we begin an activity, we elevate whatever it is we are doing. It becomes an opportunity for drawing nearer to God. 

 

2. The Sign of the Cross should be made intentionally, never casually. 

In the Good Catholic series Spiritual Warfare, Chaplain Colonel Fr. Matt Pawlikowski (RET) spoke about the 

power and importance of making the Sign of the Cross in our daily prayer life and how it is both a prayer and a 

witness.   Father Matt is a friend of Father Marc and has prayed with us on several occasions.  Several years 

ago he spoke about Father Kapaun, a Servant of God, a chaplain from  the Korean War during our parish  

Lenten series.  

“   The ritual of making the sign of the cross—if we aren’t careful—can become quick and sloppy. Every time 

we make the Sign of the Cross, in private or in public, we need to be attentive to what it is we are doing…

Whether we are at Mass or in a restaurant it should be large and deliberate. Large because it is a witness to our faith 

and deliberate because it keeps our mind engaged on what we are doing. “   Fr. Matthew Pawlikowski, Spiritual Warfare  

 

3. The Sign of the Cross is rooted in ancient tradition.  

It is clear from circumstances and from early Church fathers that the holy gesture of making the Sign of the Cross had its roots as a 

prayer in apostolic times.  Initially the Sign of the Cross was made with the thumb, usually on the forehead but sometimes on the 

lips and chest.  This small Sign of the Cross was commonly used by the end of the 4th century and is still used today at every Mass 

and in the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and the Anointing of the Sick. It is also used for marking the forehead with ashes 

on Ash Wednesday.  By the 6th century, people were using the first two fingers, held together to make a large sign of the Cross 

touching the forehead, chest, and shoulders.  

 

4. The Sign of the Cross is a blessing.  A priest will make the Sign of the Cross when blessing someone, or a group of people, 

such as a the congregation during Mass or other liturgical celebrations.  

 

5. The Sign of the Cross is a weapon against the devil.  Knowing this, it is appropriate to make the Sign of the Cross whenever 

we are feeling spiritually attacked. The devil hates this sign, so we wield a spiritual power when we use it.  Many of us can recall old 

movies in which people would cross themselves when in the presence of death, upon receiving bad news, or when afraid.  

 Source: https://www.goodcatholic.com/five-things-you-should-know-about-the-sign-of-the-cross/ 

The words in the Sign of the Cross prayer are:  
   “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen”.     

 

The motions you make during the Sign of the Cross prayer are: 
While you say this prayer, you make a cross on your body starting with your RIGHT hand on your forehead for the word ”Father”, in 

the middle of your chest for the word “Son” on your left shoulder for the word “Holy”, and on your right shoulder for the word “spirit”. 

You end with saying “Amen:, and placing your hands together in the middle, like traditional praying hands. 

So the motion is forehead, chest, left shoulder, and right shoulder. 



NEWS AROUND THE PARISH 

Hospitality  

Volunteers are still needed  

No need to commit to every Sunday. 

 Contact Mary Cavagnaro at (973) 744

-2850 or mary@stcassianchurch.org 

for more info  and available dates. 

PLEASE HELP HOWEVER YOU CAN!    

We will be collecting canned good and sugar  

and any of the usual items we collect on 

the weekend of  Feb. 24/25 and Mar. 2/3. 

Thank you for your continued generosity.  

EMs  Lectors and Altar Servers 
Kindly respond promptly to weekly assignment 

email reminders.   Thank You. 

SIGNS OF STEWARDSHIP 

Gift of Treasure  

1/27-1/28  

Minimum weekly needed  $16,250  

Regular Weekly Collection $4,695  

Faith Direct Average $6,765  

Weekly Total $11,460  

Reconciliation 

Tuesday 

 Mar. 12 6 –8 pm   

Mar. 19  6-8 pm 

Every Saturday 4:15—5 PM 

Home Visits   
If you are unable to come to church or if you know a relative or friend who finds it difficult to come to church, let us know.  We 

have many dedicated and caring Eucharistic Ministers who would be happy to bring Communion to you or to your loved ones 

who are homebound.  Fr. Steve would be more than happy to make a visit to someone’s home if they wish to go to confession, 

receive communion or receive the anointing of the sick.  Call the Parish Office if you would like someone to visit you at home. 

If you are enrolled in Faith Direct, but are still receiving the weekly collection envelopes, kindly 

call the office and we’ll arrange for them to be stopped.  Please keep the office informed of any 

address changes.  Thank You 

The color of the priest’s vestments are now PURPLE. 

 

The Montclair Knights of Columbus Council is offering its organization’s Spiritual Planner, Vivat  

Jesus , free of charge to parishioners.  Vivat Jesus is a pocket sized planner and prayer book 

that includes monthly calendars for 2024, space to write out your prayer plan each month, and 

suggested devotions and practices based  on the liturgical calendar.  To order please email your 

request to christopher747@gmail.com with your name, mailing address and telephone number. 



                         World Marriage Celebration 

 

After the blessing of rings and couples at the 5:30 pm mass on February 10th, twenty-two couples 

celebrated their marriage at a special dinner catered by the Brownstone and held in Larkin Hall, 

which was transformed into a romantic restaurant atmosphere.  

Parishioners Cecilia and Michael 

Streit served as the emcees and 

warmly welcomed the guests.   

Father Steve provided a special 

blessing.  Eighth grade and adult 

volunteers served our couples and 

ensured they had all that they needed 

to enjoy themselves.   It was inspiring 

to see this dedicated team of young 

people work hard to ensure the event ran smoothly.    

Throughout the event, couples enjoyed a variety of wedding songs and other music provided by 

fan-favorite DJ Omar Oscar Fernandez and his lovely wife, Jenny.  A slide show of guests’ 

wedding photos added another element of fun and friendship to the evening – allowing guests to 

walk down memory lane and to “guess the couple” in the photo.    

After dinner, couples enjoyed a variety of marriage-related games that tested participants’ knowledge of their partners “as well as their 

sense of humor. Game show host Michael Streit and his “Vanna White” aka Cecilia, rivaled the best Hollywood has to offer.        

This event is a testament to our parish's deep bonds of friendship and its commitment to marriage, family, and community.  

May God continue to bless all of the married couples of our parish for many years to come!    



St. Peter Damian—Feb. 21 

Maybe because he was orphaned and had been treated shabbily by one of his brothers, Peter Damian 

was very good to the poor. Peter escaped poverty and the neglect of his own brother when his other 

brother, who was archpriest of Ravenna, took him under his wing. His brother sent him to good schools 

and Peter became a professor. 

Already in those days, Peter was very strict with himself. .Soon, he decided to leave his teaching and give 

himself completely to prayer with the Benedictines of the reform of Saint Romuald at Fonte Avellana.   The 

abbot commanded that when he died Peter should succeed him.   Pope Stephen IX made Peter the 

cardinal-bishop of Ostia.  He asked often to be allowed to retire as cardinal-bishop of Ostia, and finally 

Pope Alexander II consented. Peter was happy to become once again just a monk, but he was still called to serve as a papal 

legate. When returning from such an assignment in Ravenna, he was overcome by a fever. With the monks gathered around him 

saying the Divine Office, he died on February 22, 1072. In 1828, he was declared a Doctor of the Church. 

The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle—Feb.22 

The feast of the Chair of St. Peter has nothing to do with a piece of furniture. 

The “chair” symbolizes the authority of St Peter and his successors who have served the Church of 

Jesus Christ as the Bishop of Rome (the Pope). As a matter of fact, in Rome’s St. Peter’s Basilica, 

there is a chair, enshrined in the sumptuous Altar of the Chair of St. Peter by the great architect Bernini, 

but it is a symbol representing the 2,000-year-old papacy and unity the Pope continues to bring to 

Catholics around the world. Without such unity the Church would splinter into numerous sects and 

divisions. 

St. Polycarp—Feb. 23 

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, disciple of Saint John the Apostle and friend of Saint Ignatius of 

Antioch, was a revered Christian leader during the first half of the second century. 

Saint Ignatius, on his way to Rome to be martyred, visited Polycarp at Smyrna, and later at Troas 

wrote him a personal letter. The Asia Minor Churches recognized Polycarp’s leadership by 

choosing him as a representative to discuss with Pope Anicetus the date of the Easter celebration 

in Rome—a major controversy in the early Church. 

Only one of the many letters written by Polycarp has been preserved, the one he wrote to the 

Church of Philippi in Macedonia. 

At 86, Polycarp was led into the crowded Smyrna stadium to be burned alive. The flames did not harm him and he was finally killed by 

a dagger. The centurion ordered the saint’s body burned. The “Acts” of Polycarp’s martyrdom are the earliest preserved, fully reliable 

account of a Christian martyr’s death. He died in 155. 

“You may be sure that of all the moments of your life, the time you spend before the Divine Sacrament 

will be that which will give you more strength during life and more consolation at the hour of your death 

and during eternity” 

  St. Alphonsus Liguori 



NEWS Around the Archdiocese 

Lent Pray40 Community Prayer 

Our parish has partnered with Hallow to encourage all parishioners to surrender and trust in the 

Lord in a new, deeper way throughout Lent. Hallow is a Catholic prayer and meditation app that 

helps us strengthen our relationship with God through a habit of daily prayer. 

This Lent, as a part of the Hallow Pray40 Challenge, we’ll walk through the life-changing, spiritual 

classic He Leadeth Me, written by Fr. Walter J. Ciszek, S.J. Fr. Walter, a Jesuit priest and 

missionary, was imprisoned for over twenty years in the Soviet Union, first in solitary confinement 

and then in a Siberian worker camp. Amidst some of the most brutal conditions imaginable, Fr. 

Walter underwent a profound spiritual journey. Inspired by Fr. Walter’s writing, 

we’ll spend time each day prayerfully seeking a refreshed humility and hope in 

Christ, who laid down His life for us, as we journey through Lent. Register today 

by scanning the QR code here or visiting Hallow.com/pray40 to get started. 

For 80 years, Catholic Relief Services ( CRS)  has been providing expertise and 

compassion to the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters in more than 100 countries. 

And it's because of you.  You help fill the bellies of young children.  You help prevent 

trafficking and provide welcome kits for survivors.   You help mothers ad babies around the 

world receive nutritional care and health exams.  

http://hallow.com
http://hallow.com/pray


Franz Werfel—author of Song of Bernadette 

The man who wrote among the most moving books and movies on the life of a saint was a victim of 

Germany . Franz Werfel had been brought up Jewish in Prague. Werfel took a great interest in 

religious themes. Before World War II, he had been prominent enough to incur the wrath of the 

Nazis.   

As with so many others in Central Europe, the solution was to escape Nazi control. Werfel and his 

wife, Alma, the Catholic widow of super-composer Gustav Mahler, sought refuge in the South of 

France. Unfortunately for these émigrés, the Third Reich’s influence soon extended to their new 

home. Being married to a Catholic would not save Werfel. It was time to flee again.   

As the couple headed towards neutral Portugal, they had to hide in the town of Lourdes.  There, 

Werfel experienced such kindness in the midst of Nazi oppression, he vowed to write about the saint he had learned so much about 

while staying there. The people of Lourdes and the High Pyrenees were helping countless refugees at the time. The Daughters of 

Charity were especially well placed to live up to their name. The nuns’ specialty was protecting Eastern European Jewish children by 

fooling the occupying forces into believing they were deaf mutes unable to speak French.   

Franz and Alma eventually reached the USA. In 1942, Werfel’s The Song of Bernadette was published in English. It became the best-

selling book in America.   It was extremely popular, spending more than a year on the New York Times Best Seller list and 13 weeks 

in first place.   The novel is laid out in five sections of ten chapters each, in a deliberate nod to the Catholic Rosary. 

Unusual for a novel, the entire first part, which describes the events on the day that Bernadette first saw the Virgin Mary, is told in the 

present tense, as if it were happening at the moment. The rest of the novel is in the past tense. 

 That year Life magazine celebrated Werfel’s story by turning his words into a photo-essay before the movie had been filmed. The 

author wrote in the article: 

“I found a haven in Lourdes. I vowed that if I escaped from my predicament, I would sing as best I could the song of Bernadette. I 

shall be eternally encouraged that the people of America have shown that in their time of trial they too are appreciating The Song of 

Bernadette.”   

As Lourdes and St. Bernadette had saved his life, he created an enduring and exquisite offering. The movie was as big a triumph as 

the book.  The novel was adapted into the 1943 film The Song of Bernadette, starring Jennifer Jones.  

A Jewish author and a Catholic story came together, and even the Protestant majority enjoyed its 

wholesomeness. In a divided America, which had only entered the war little more than a year before, the film 

proved to be a miracle of togetherness.  

Bernadette was, it seems, the first Catholic saint to be photographed. It makes sense 

that the director of The Song of Bernadette insisted on shooting the movie in black and 

white, bringing in more Oscars. Monochrome better reflects the era of the saint as well 

as making a point about light and dark, belief and doubt. In the words of the chief 

doubter at the end of Werfel’s story, played by Vincent Price: “Pray for me, Bernadette.” 

St. Bernadette is still healing wounds in 2024, and not only in Lourdes. Source: www.aleteia.org 

 

Oscar Winner  1944 Best Actress, Best Cinematography,  

 Best Art Direction –Interior Design / Black & White,   Best Music—Scoring of a Dramatic or Comedy picture 

 

 

Calling 6th-8th grade girls! Mother Seton is offering March Enrichment Saturdays on March 9, 16 & 23. Choices include volleyball, 

culinary arts, fashion design, engineering, multimedia art and creative writing 

Join the fun! Register here: https://www.motherseton.org/apps/forms2/?f=42725 

 

March Enrichment Saturdays 
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Atlas Tree Service
Tree Removals • Land Clearing • Firewood • Pruning

Stump Grinding • Snow Plowing
All Phases of Tree Care

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
atlastree8733@verizon.net

(201) 842-TREE (8733) • Lyndhurst, NJ

AMERICAN ROYAL
   HARDWARE
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
              FOR 30 YRS.

(973) 744-6727
251 PARK ST.

UPPER MONTCLAIR, NJ

814 Grove Street
Clifton, New Jersey 07013

 Bartlett
Greenhouses & Florist

(973) 471-6480

HUGH M. MORIARTY FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Family Owned & Operated for 60 Years”

973.744.4346 • 76 Park St., Montclair, NJ 07042
www.moriartyfuneralhome.com

Hugh M. Moriarty, Jr., Manager ~ NJ Lic. No. 3000 • Hugh M. Moriarty, III, ~ NJ Lic. No. 4912

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

Check Our Our 
Pre-Owned Car Inventory

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

CONTACT ME
Chris Camizzi

ccamizzi@jppc.net
201-315-3830

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

Your Real Estate Journey,
Our Personalized Touch
Tailored Solutions for 
Home Buyers and Sellers

Anita Vogel
Sales Asociate

C: 973-521-1100
O: 973-746-1515

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 
   info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing 
list! Just send your email 
address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 
22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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ALEX & LEO 
AUTO REPAIRS INC.

Collision Specialists Since 1945
Auto Body Repairs & Refi nishing
(973) 746-0855

63 No. Willow St.
Montclair, NJ

CAGGIANO MEMORIALCAGGIANO MEMORIAL
HOME FOR FUNERALS

Independently Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1942

62 GROVE STREET • MONTCLAIR, NJ
Michael A. Caggiano, Manager 

N.J. Lic. No. #4263

973-744-6667

NUTLEY 
AUTO

Sales | Service 
Parts | Body Shop
Anne & Jim Russomano

PARISHIONERS

973.667.0500
66 Washington Avenue
www.nutleyauto.com

Brookside Garden Center
&

F L O R I S T
GarGarden Supplies Floral Arrangements

5511 Broad St., Bloomfi eld, NJ 070035511 Broad St., Bloomfi eld, NJ 07003
973-748-0655973-748-0655

Indoor/OIndoor/Outdutdoor Plants • Funeral Arrangements
Wedding Specialists

  AA  O’R  C
Lic#  13VH01378300

MaMasonry • Waterproofi ng • Framing
Insulation • Decking • Roofi ng

Call For Your Free Estimate  973-746-4825

Compliments
of

Daniel O’Connell
Certifi ed Public Accountant

973-509-0075

www.TheBarrowHouse.com

24 HR. ROAD SERVICE

JumpStarts • Flat Tires
Fuel • Lock-Outs • Towing

Light, Medium & Heavy Duty Towing

973-680-0097

No Cost Referral and Placement Service
“The guidance you need for the care they deserve.”

Rich Lanning - Owner & Senior Living Advisor • 973-413-1158
www.assistedlivinglocators.com/essex-northwest-newjersey

Assisted Living Locators of 
Greater Essex County & 
Northwest New Jersey

NORTH JERSEY
31 Hoover Ave.

Bloomfi eld, NJ 07003
Ashley Arroyo

Manager
Offi  ce: 973-748-0200 • Fax: 973-748-0201

NJLifemonuments@gmail.com (E-mail is Best)
www.NJlifeMonuments.com

973-338-0506

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage

433 Park Street, Montclair, NJ433 Park Street, Montclair, NJ

www.pilsburyschool.comwww.pilsburyschool.com

973.746.2135973.746.2135

Ages  2.5-6 yearsAges  2.5-6 years

Limited space Limited space available now!available now!

FindingFABER

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

latest 
off ers by 
bulle  n 
sponsors

SPONSORS
 support

appreciate

Julio 
Villeda
President

973-568-1661
Julio@aarcasfinancial.com
www.aarcasfinancial.com

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967 Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$800 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

15% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!
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