
 



187 Bellevue Avenue  Upper Montclair, NJ  07043  ● (973) 744-2850  ● stcassianchurch.org 

4th Sunday  of Advent 

December 23, 2023 

MASS SCHEDULE      

 

Check inside bulletin for Christmas mass schedule     

      

Weekdays: Tuesday through Saturday:  8:15AM                              
                                         

Office Information: 
 

Served by: 

Rev. Steven D’Andrea, Parish Administrator 

Rev. Msgr. Anthony Kulig, Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Roberto Demetillo 

Stephen Powers, Director of Music 

Keri Misurell, Director or Faith Formation 

Maria Llanes, St. Cassian School Principal 

 

Parish Phone Numbers 

 

Parish Office ………………….…….(973) 744-2850 

Fax………………………….………  (973) 744-6187 

Email………...…parishoffice@stcassianchurch.org 

Website ……….….…….www.stcassianchurch.org 

Religious Education Office…….....(973) 744-2850 

Music Office ………..…………..….(973) 744-7864 

St. Cassian School………….….….(973) 746-1636 

Fax…………………………..… .….(973) 746–3271 

Email…………..……......info@stcassianschool.org 

Website……….....……...www.stcassianschool.org 

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9:00AM—3:30 pm 

Office closed Dec.25-26. 

OCIA   (Order of Christian Initiation, formerly RCIA) Are you or some-

one you know interested in becoming Catholic?  Were you baptized 

Catholic but never received First Communion or Confirmation?  Call 

the parish office for details.      

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated one Sunday each month 

except during Advent, Lent and the summer months.   In order to bap-

tize your child at St. Cassian, the family must be registered parishion-

ers.  Parents, and godparents if available, must attend a preparation 

class (7:00 PM) prior to the date of baptism (1:00PM). Once regis-

tered, contact the Parish Office, (973) 744-2850, to make arrange-

ments for the date of baptism.  See schedule on the next page. Scan 

here to download Parish Registration Form 

 

 

Arrangements to celebrate the Sacrament of Mar-

riage must be made at least one year before the desired date.  Do 

not make firm plans for the reception prior to speaking with a priest.  

Call the Parish Office, (973) 744-2850,  to speak with a priest. 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick brings the Holy Spirit’s 

gifts of peace and courage.  It is not necessary to wait until the point 

of death for anointing. Contact a priest through the Parish Office, 

(973) 744-2850. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated every Saturday be-

tween 4:15PM-5:00PM in the church or at another time convenient to 

the priest and penitent. 



Fr. Steve 

Dear Parishioners, 



Sunday  December 24h 
 Fourth  Sunday in Advent 

5:30PM 
 7:30AM 
9:30AM 

4 pm 6 pm 
10:30pm 

Colleen Mahoney 
James McHugh 

People of the Parish 
People of the Parish 
People of the Parish 

Tuesday - Saturday morning masses are celebrated at 8:15AM; 

Monday morning mass is private 

Monday  Dec  25th 
Nativity of the Lord 

7:30, 9:30,11:30   

People of the Parish 

Tuesday Dec  26th 
Second Day within Octave of 

Nativity 

Ezekiel Cousins 

Wednesday  Dec  27th 
St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

Glenda Dickerson 

Thursday  Dec   28th 

The Holy Innocents 
Rosemary Diza & Lawrence Lico 

Friday Dec  29th  
Fifth day within Octave of 

Nativity 

Stanley N. Sarama 

Saturday Dec 30th  
Sixth Day within Octave of 

Nativity 

Gregory Amilcar Prado 

Sunday  Dec 31st 
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 

and Joseph 
 

5:30PM 

7:30AM 

9:30AM 

11:30AM 

Hasna Chhada  

People of the Parish 

Bill Ford 

Michael McKeta 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

MON. 
(Day) Is 52:7-10    Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6  
Heb 1:1-6 Jn 1:1-18 

TUES. 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59   Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 
Mt 10:17-22 

WED. 1 Jn 1:1-4 Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 Jn 20:1a and 2-8 

THUR. 1 Jn 1:5—2:2 Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8 Mt 2:13-18 

FRI. 1 Jn 2:3-11 Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 Lk 2:22-35 

SAT. 1 Jn 2:12-17 Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 Lk 2:36-40 

SUN. 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or 
Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 
11:8, 11-12, 17-19 Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-40 

THE ALTAR BREAD IS OFFERED IN MEMORY OF 

MELISSA MARTINEZ 

Mass Intentions for the Week of  December  24 

John Anderson    

Alesia Maria Andras  

Mary Blatz 

Leo Botwin 

Frank Briamont 

Penelope Brisco 

JoAnne Callahan 

Dominek Capela 

Marilyn Castellano 

John Flynn 

Dennis Gannon 

Virgilio Geulen 

Dan Greiner 

Steve Grube 

Jennifer Gullace 

Joyce Hakimian 

David Hogan 

Noel Jordan 

Cassie Lopolus 

Marcia Mann 

Leigh Major 

Sr. Idoia Martinez 

John McCarthy  

Patricia Melo  

Mary McGuire 

Frank Mongioi 

Thomas Nelson 

Dr. David Pallotta  

Mildred  Pasino 

Rosemary Raleigh  

Ronald Rego 

Dr. Lorraine Reyes 

Jaxson Rivera 

Eleanor Schiavo 

Rhonda Sen 

Elizabeth Smith 

Olaf Stechow 

Dennis Swanson 

Lindsay Trembulak  

 

For those who are ill:       

Please remember these names  in your daily prayers. 

Monday For safety and freedom for the people of Ukraine 

Tuesday All military and protective services especially in 
areas of violence; protect them, grant peace to their 
loved ones 

Wednesday Respect for sanctity of life from conception to 
natural death 

Thursday Unity among churches and nations 

Friday Vocations to the priesthood and religious life; all 
parishioners living and deceased 

ROSARY INTENTIONS... 

For national and world leaders and for those in the armed 

service. 

For those who have died: Magda Rosado 



St. Cassian’s dedicates new church   

Jan. 3, 1996 “The Catholic Advocate” 

St. Cassian’s Parish in Upper Montclair has received a “Christmas present from God”, according to Pastor Msgr. John Doran.  During 

Mass on  Saturday Dec.16, the Archbishop dedicated the new church building, which contractors had promised by Christmas but 

were able to hand over to the pastor on December 15.   

      From Dec 16-17, the parish  participated in Dedication Weekend which celebrated the opening of the new building.  In the 

morning of Dec. 16,  the Archbishop started the weekend when he presided over the Dedication mass which featured singing by the 

St. Cassian Choir and Junior Choir.  That afternoon, Bergen and Essex Regional Bishop Charles McDonnell celebrated the first 

regularly scheduled Mass in the newly constructed building. 

     On Dec. 17 at 7 a.m., the parish clergy celebrated St. Cassian’s first Sunday  Mass in the church.  At 9:00 am, the retired Auxiliary 

Bishop Joseph Francis presided over the first family Liturgy with the St. Cassian Junior and Primary choirs.  ( P.S. Dec. 17 was 

Gaudete Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent.  

It was called REJOICE SUNDAY.  All the vestments of the priest were rose colored. ) 

      At 10:30 a.m., Archbishop Emeritus Peter Gerety celebrated the first sung Liturgy with  St. CassianAdult and Junior Choirs, while 

Bishop Michael Saltarelli, Rector of the Cathedral Basilica of  the Sacred Heart, Newark, presided over a Pontifical Mass at noon 

which concluded the Dedication Weekend.   

     Just in time for Christmas, contractors refurbished and installed the old church’s grand pipe organ which was built originally in 

1965.   (The St. Cassian organ is a re-build of a 1965 Schantz, formerly at Our Lady of All Souls in East Orange.  It has been 

completely refurbished with four new ranks added, and installed in the new St. Cassian Church building which has a three-second 

reverberation.  ) Source: Catholic Advocate Aug. 28, 1996) . 

 

 
28th

 Anniversary of the St. Cassian Dedication     

In the News:  St. Cassian Opens Its Christmas Gift 

By Alison De Groot  Dec 21, 1995   “Montclair Times” 

Despite the scaffolding still visible through a second story window, the parishioners of St. Cassian Roman Catholic Church 

gratefully dedicated their new home on Saturday.  

In a moving service , presided over by the Newark Archbishop and Monsignor John E. Doran, Pastor of St. Cassian, the new 

church was blessed and parishioners were welcomed home just in time for Christmas, after spending three years without a 

church building of their own.  The service was attended by more than 200 well-wishers.  …...As Saturday’s service began, the 

bells of St. James Episcopal Church across the street rang out in honor of the growing friendship that has developed between the 

two parishes. 

 

When St. Cassian staff and parishioners found themselves homeless, St. 

James came to the rescue and made available its church building for 

weddings and funerals and leased office space to  St. Cassian rent-free.  

 We have a picture dedicated to St. James in our stained glass windows.  

Can you find it? 

St. Cassian also sports a bell tower that copies St. James’ bell tower as a 

lasting tribute to its gracious host.  The Catholic  parish couldn’t afford 

the stone used in the original tower so, instead, it chose stucco and wood 

for its structure. 



“Because of the building’s completion around the holidays, the parish will hold an extra special place in its heart for Christmas as a part 

of its own history”, Msgr. Doran said, adding joyfully that “ St. Cassian will be known as a Christmas parish”. 

Msgr. Doran, 1995 and 2023. 

 
28th

 Anniversary of the St. Cassian Dedication     cont’d   

While reminiscing about  the Dedication Service, Msgr. Doran told an anecdote about the Christmas tree in the parking lot.  

When one drives though  the driveway and lets a passenger off  under the portico, you can see the alignment with the tree 

and the driveway.  Back in 1996,  the children from St. Cassian school planted the tree and would decorate it  for Christmas.   
Dec 2023 

Msgr. Doran told the congregation, “The gift you have given, give also as a gift.  God gave us the faith and the talent and the 

means and we used them to build this beautiful church which we give to God as a wonderful gift.  And he has given it back to us.  

This is our church”, Doran said .     

Pictures from Dedication Service  

Procession of the Gifts  : 

Original Crucifix of Old Saint 

Cassian,  

Baptism register and 

Marriage register, 

Rendering of Old Saint 

Cassian Church,  

Rendering of New Saint 

Cassian Church,  

School gifts,  

CCD Gifts,  

Parish Seal,   

Original Ciborium,  

Father Lander’s Chalice,  

The Bread and Wind                   

Can you help us identify the gift bearers?  

Father Lander’s 

Chalice given to 

him by his aunts 

June 1, 1912 



Pictures from Dedication Service 

Junior Choir 

Adult Choir 

Martha Nowik, C.A.G.O., Director of Music 

Covering the Altar 



 

2023 Christmas Ministry Schedule Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 

4:00pm Family Mass               Celebrants:  Fr Steve/Deacon Roberto 

            Altar Server:    A, Costa, G. Horbal, M & L Gimelli 

                     Lector:    Kathrynna Demetillo, Matt Hertzog    

Eucharistic Minister:    Barbara Gregory,  Cynthia Demetillo, Fr Steve, Deacon Roberto  

                Back of Church:  Regina Sammon, 1 EM Needed 

Larkin Hall:  Susanne Russo, Angela Russo 
 

6:00pm Vigil Mass          Celebrant:  Msgr Doran/Fr Steve/Deacon Roberto 

           Altar Server:   E & O Zaccone, C. Grube      

                     Lector:   Lisa Higgins, Bob Zaccone  

            Eucharistic Minister:   Tom Higgins, Marie Meyer, 1 EM Needed, Msgr Doran, Fr Steve, Deacon Roberto  
 

10:30pm Solemn Mass    Celebrant:  Fr Steve  

           Altar Servers:   Altar Servers Needed  

        Lectors:   Marie Badaracco,  Jason Lynch 

             Eucharistic Minister:   Jeannette Pizarro, Jane Ryan, Marguerite Giustina ,2 EMs Needed, Fr Steve    

 
 

Christmas Day, Monday, December 25 

7:30 am Mass      Celebrant:  Fr Steve 

         Altar Server:   Altar Servers Needed  

     Lectors:   George Kenny  

        Eucharistic Ministers:     Sandy Kenny, John Rogers, EM Needed, Fr Steve 
 

 9:30am Mass           Celebrant:  Fr Steve 

                    Altar Server:   J. Misiukewicz, K.Tsikitas, S. Misurell 

                            Lector:   Alicja Delag, Keri Misurell  

        Eucharistic Ministers:   Andy Kuziemko, 2 EMs Needed, Fr Steve 

    Back of Church:  2 EMs Needed 

     Larkin Hall:  2 EMs Needed 
 

11:30am Mass     Celebrant:  Msgr Doran/Fr Steve  

                     Altar Server:    Kyle Pantanilla 

                              Lector:    Vallery Geulen  

       Eucharistic Ministers:    Maryann Kuzel, Tom Johnson, 2 EMs Needed, Msgr Doran, Fr Steve   

                       Back of Church:  2 EMs Needed 

 

Saturday/Sunday, December 30/31, 2023      

5:30 pm Mass        

         Altar Server:    E & O Zaccone      

        Lectors:    Bob Zaccone, JB McCall 

        Eucharistic Ministers:    Lisa Higgins, Tom Higgins, Barbara Gregory, 2 EMs Needed, Fr Steve 

 

7:30 am Mass      

        Altar Server:          C. Grube, R. Cohen   

        Lectors:                  Agnes Dembia 

Eucharistic Ministers:         2 EMs Needed, Fr Steve, Deacon Roberto     

                                               

9:30 am Mass        

 Altar Server:   J. Misiukewicz, N & C Horvath   

 Lectors:              Eileen Fasanella 

 Eucharistic Ministers:    Linda Melchiorre, Jerry Fasanella, 2 EMs Needed, Fr Steve, Deacon Roberto                                                

11:30am Mass      

         Altar Server:    Altar Servers Needed  

         Lector:                Lector Needed 

        Eucharistic Ministers:    Maryann Kuzel, Cynthia Demetillo, 2 EMs Needed, Fr Steve, Deacon Roberto 

       Larkin Hall:  2 EMs Needed  



SIGNS OF STEWARDSHIP 

Gift of Treasure  

12/2—12/3  

Minimum weekly needed  $16,250  

Regular Weekly Collection $5,106  

Faith Direct Average $6,765  

Weekly Total $11,871  

          

December 24, 25 & 26       No  Faith Formation Class 

Dec.31,January 1 & 2        No Faith Formation Class 

January 7                          Epiphany of the Lord  

                                          Children’s Liturgy of the Word 9:30 

January 14                        Children’s Liturgy of the Word 9:30 

Parish Calendar  

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH 

PLEASE HELP HOWEVER YOU CAN!    

We will be collecting cleaning supplies and any of the usual items we collect on the 

weekend of  Dec 30/31 and Jan. 6/7.  

Thank you for your continued generosity.





  

Start thinking about New Year’s Resolutions  

The start of a new year is the perfect time to turn a new page, which is probably why so many people make New Year's resolutions. 

The new year often feels like a fresh start and a great opportunity to change bad habits and establish new routines that will help you 

grow spiritually, psychologically, emotionally, socially, physically, or intellectually.  

In today’s society, New Year’s resolutions rarely focus on making promises to God.  In fact, the top three categories of resolutions 

are health, self improvement, and money, according to a recent report from Finder. These resolutions can be anything from a 

commitment to losing weight to saving money in an investment or quitting a bad habit.   

When setting out to make a New Year’s resolution, it is important to check in with your intention—and involve God in the discernment 

process. What does He want you to do? How can you improve a habit or practice in your life that brings more glory to His Kingdom?  

As you discern ways to improve yourself or your relationships, try asking Jesus how He wants you to grow and change instead of 

how you might want to do that on your own.   While many people feel that they don't achieve their resolution goals, one study 

showed that those who set New Year's resolutions are 10 times more likely to actually change their behavior than people who don't 

make these yearly goals.   So start thinking now. 

Even if resolutions don't always stick, that doesn't mean that resolutions aren't worth making. One survey conducted by 

YouGov found that people who planned to make New Year's resolutions were more optimistic about the future.   







St. Stephen– Dec. 26 

St. Stephen was one of the seven deacons mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles (6:5-7) who 

was ordained by the Apostles themselves.  In the ICON, Stephen is vested in the deacon’s 

sticharion.  As the deacon who serves in the Church’s worship, he carries the censer in his 

right hand.  In his left hand he holds a church, symbolic of that which in his office he has been 

called to serve. 

Stephen was the first who willingly shed his blood for Christ, and hence is known as the 

“proto” or first martyr.  The actual  day of his death is unknown, but since he was the first to 

sacrifice his life for Christ, his “heavenly “birthday” is celebrated immediately after the earthly 

birth of Christ. 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist   Dec. 27—patron saint of love, loyalty, friendships, and 

authors  

St. John the Apostle, the son of Zebedee and Salome, was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. 

John was called to be an Apostle by our Lord in the first year of His public ministry. He is 

considered the same person as John the Evangelist, John of Patmos and the Beloved Disciple. 

John is believed to be the longest living apostle and the only not to die a martyr's death. 

John was the only one of the Twelve Apostles who did not forsake the Savior in the hour of His 

Passion. He stood faithfully at the cross when the Savior made him the guardian of His Mother. 

After the Assumption of Mary, John went to Ephesus, according to Church tradition. He later 

became banished by the Roman authorities to the Greek Island of Patmos; this is where he 

allegedly wrote the Book of Revelation.  

 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs—Dec. 28 

  

Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was unpopular with his 

people because of his connections with the Romans and his 

religious indifference. Hence he was insecure and fearful of 

any threat to his throne. He was a master politician and a 

tyrant capable of extreme brutality. He killed his wife, his 

brother, and his sister’s two husbands, to name only a few. 

Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was “greatly troubled” 

when astrologers from the east came asking the 

whereabouts of “the newborn king of the Jews,” whose star they had seen. They were told that the Jewish Scriptures named 

Bethlehem as the place where the Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly told them to report back to him so that he could also “do 

him homage.” They found Jesus, offered him their gifts, and warned by an angel, avoided Herod on their way home. Jesus escaped 

to Egypt. 

Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and under.” The horror 

of the massacre and the devastation of the mothers and fathers led Matthew to quote Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 

sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children…” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the wife of Jacob (Israel). She is 

pictured as weeping at the place where the Israelites were herded together by the conquering Assyrians for their march into captivity. 
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Atlas Tree Service
Tree Removals • Land Clearing • Firewood • Pruning

Stump Grinding • Snow Plowing
All Phases of Tree Care

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
atlastree8733@verizon.net

(201) 842-TREE (8733) • Lyndhurst, NJ

AMERICAN ROYAL
   HARDWARE
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
              FOR 30 YRS.

(973) 744-6727
251 PARK ST.

UPPER MONTCLAIR, NJ

814 Grove Street
Clifton, New Jersey 07013

 Bartlett
Greenhouses & Florist

(973) 471-6480

HUGH M. MORIARTY FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Family Owned & Operated for 60 Years”

973.744.4346 • 76 Park St., Montclair, NJ 07042
www.moriartyfuneralhome.com

Hugh M. Moriarty, Jr., Manager ~ NJ Lic. No. 3000 • Hugh M. Moriarty, III, ~ NJ Lic. No. 4912

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support

Check Our Our 
Pre-Owned Car Inventory

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

CONTACT ME
Chris Camizzi

ccamizzi@jppc.net
201-315-3830

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

Your Real Estate Journey,
Our Personalized Touch
Tailored Solutions for 
Home Buyers and Sellers

Anita Vogel
Sales Asociate

C: 973-521-1100
O: 973-746-1515

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 
   info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing 
list! Just send your email 
address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 
22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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ALEX & LEO 
AUTO REPAIRS INC.

Collision Specialists Since 1945
Auto Body Repairs & Refi nishing
(973) 746-0855

63 No. Willow St.
Montclair, NJ

CAGGIANO MEMORIALCAGGIANO MEMORIAL
HOME FOR FUNERALS

Independently Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1942

62 GROVE STREET • MONTCLAIR, NJ
Michael A. Caggiano, Manager 

N.J. Lic. No. #4263

973-744-6667

NUTLEY 
AUTO

Sales | Service 
Parts | Body Shop
Anne & Jim Russomano

PARISHIONERS

973.667.0500
66 Washington Avenue
www.nutleyauto.com

Brookside Garden Center
&

F L O R I S T
GarGarden Supplies Floral Arrangements

5511 Broad St., Bloomfi eld, NJ 070035511 Broad St., Bloomfi eld, NJ 07003
973-748-0655973-748-0655

Indoor/OIndoor/Outdutdoor Plants • Funeral Arrangements
Wedding Specialists

  AA  O’R  C
Lic#  13VH01378300

MaMasonry • Waterproofi ng • Framing
Insulation • Decking • Roofi ng

Call For Your Free Estimate  973-746-4825

Compliments
of

Daniel O’Connell
Certifi ed Public Accountant

973-509-0075

www.TheBarrowHouse.com

24 HR. ROAD SERVICE

JumpStarts • Flat Tires
Fuel • Lock-Outs • Towing

Light, Medium & Heavy Duty Towing

973-680-0097

No Cost Referral and Placement Service
“The guidance you need for the care they deserve.”

Rich Lanning - Owner & Senior Living Advisor • 973-413-1158
www.assistedlivinglocators.com/essex-northwest-newjersey

Assisted Living Locators of 
Greater Essex County & 
Northwest New Jersey

NORTH JERSEY
31 Hoover Ave.

Bloomfi eld, NJ 07003
Ashley Arroyo

Manager
Offi  ce: 973-748-0200 • Fax: 973-748-0201

NJLifemonuments@gmail.com (E-mail is Best)
www.NJlifeMonuments.com

973-338-0506

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage

433 Park Street, Montclair, NJ433 Park Street, Montclair, NJ

www.pilsburyschool.comwww.pilsburyschool.com

973.746.2135973.746.2135

Ages  2.5-6 yearsAges  2.5-6 years

Limited space Limited space available now!available now!

FindingFABER

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

latest 
off ers by 
bulleƟ n 
sponsors

SPONSORS
 support

appreciate
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